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CORRESPONDENCE 

(TRANSLATION) 

To the Alpine Club, London. 

• 

• 

After the hundred years' struggle in the Himalayas, on Everest, of 
dozens of climbers from the West and hundreds of inhabitants of 
Central Asia, particularly Tibetans and Nepalese, at last in May I953 
a brilliant success has been gained. 

We must not overlook the efforts of the Swiss Alpine Club in I952, 
who showed the way for the English climbers' expedition in I953. 

The great victory which has fallen to the English and New Zealand 
and Tibetans from Darjeeling who reached the highest point in the 
world Everest (8,882 metres above sea-level) is at least equal to 
such conquests and heroic deeds of mankind as reaching the North 
Pole in r 909 and the South Pole in I 9 I I- I 2. 

Such victors of the ' highest Pole ' as Tenzing and Hillary are equal 
in fame with the names of the heroic explorers Peary and Scott, N ansen 
and Amundsen, Djaparidze and Evgenii Abalkov which will live for 
centuries as the names of the great servants of geographical discovery 
and mountaineering achievements of .the twentieth century. 

U.S.S.R. Master of Sport in mountaineering. 
Member of the Georgian Geographical Society. 
Representative of the Georgian Ski Club. 

SANDRO PALIYA. 

Former member of the Praesidium of the All-Union section of moun-
• • tatneertng. 

Former member of the Praesidium of the All-Union Ski section. 
Climber of the South -east Peak of the Eastern Shkara, I 93 3. 
Member of the scientific and research expedition to the Ushbinkaia. 

of the Georgian Alpine Club, I934· 
Winter skier in the Kazbek, I934· 
Participant in skiing expedition toW. Elbruz, 1935. 
Leader of I82 alpinists in the Tetnulvd, I937· 
Leader of winter expedition on the Bezingi-l{haldesskaia steppe on a 

new route to the South, and discoverer of a new peak (Shota Rustaveli) 
in the central part of the Bezingi-Khald, in honour of the 75oth 
anniversary celebrations of the writing of the ' Life of Shigroviskin,' 
• 
Ill I937. 

Leader of the jubilee ( I923-I948) Georgian alpinists club ascent by 
502 persons in the Kazbek, I948. 

Participant in the winter ski-ascent of Kara-ugom in honour of the 
7oth birthday of I. V. Stalin (1948). 

Director of mountaineering training camp at Alibek, 1951-1952 . 

• 



CORRESPONDENCE 

Leader and participant in dozens of ascents, expeditions, journeys, 
training camps in central, east, west parts of the Great and Southern 
Caucasus, I929- I953· 

• 

P.S. Recently, at the Georgian Alpine Club, I attended a remark
able event, a lecture given by the Editor in Chief of the Soviet Moun
taineering Weekly Conquered Peaks, E. D. Simonov, on the ascent of 
Everest. I was amazed to learn that no official message of congratula
tion had been sent to the English Alpine Club and therefore I send my 
sincere though belated congratulations in honour of the conquest of 
Everest. 

Tiflis, Georgia, 
October 3 I, I953. 

The Editor, 1ne Alpine Journal. 

S. P. 
.. 

University of Otago, 
Dunedin, N.Z. 

Department of Geology. 
March I I, I954· 

SOUTH SUMMIT VERSUS SOUTH PEAK 

SIR, We must all admire the splendid way in which Sir John Hunt 
found time, in spite of so many other pressing obligations on the return 
of his Expedition, to produce in so short a time the magnificent record 
of the attainment of the summit of Everest. Inevitably, a few errors 
must have crept in, which haply will be corrected in any later edition. 

There is, however, one most unfortunate orographical ' error ' in the 
designation ' South Peak ' for South Summit in a number of passages, · 
apart from the title of Chapter XV. Sometimes South Summit is 
referred to, and at other times ' South Peak,' for the same feature, now 
so well known as the prominent point, or bulge, at approximately 
28,740 ft., vvhich \iVas first attained by Evans and Bourdillon. This 
same confusion of terminology exists in the current number of A.J. 
(Nov. I953) throughout Hunt and Westmacott's narrative, and in the 
title of Evans' article : The First Ascent of South Peak. In the accounts 
in the Geograph. Journ. CXIX., Dec. I953, we find a comparable loose 
usage of South Peak and South Summit, although here the latter term 
occurs consistently throughout Hillary's narrative. 

During the last thirty years, in the records and discussions on the 
Mt. Everest massif that have gone on all over the world, the term South 
Peak has always been an alternative for Lhotse, the great southern 
point of the group which years ago was triangulated at 27,890 ft. 
' Lhotse,' the Tibetan for South Peak, was first so designated during 
our discussions on nomenclature after the I 924 Expedition at the Royal 
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Geographical Society. Consequently, at one stage during the recent 
Expedition, it ·appeared to many readers of the Press despatches that 
Lhotse, the true South Peak, had been climbed by Evans and Bourdillon. 
We know, however, that this was not the case. Now, I am informed by 
Sir John Hunt, to whom I wrote, that it became merely the custom 
amongst members of his party to style the South Summit, the ' South 
Peak,' and that he fell in with this usage. Clearly in the interests of 
precision this is ·singularly unfortunate, and for such confusion to be 
perpetuated it would appear a minor (perhaps major) disaster in ora
graphical nomenclature. To the layman the matter may seem of small 
account ; but to mountaineers, and certainly mountain topographers, 
it is essential that the distinction between the real South Peak, Lhotse, 
and the South Summit be carefully maintained, and the earlier accepted 
usage adhered to. For, after all, it (the South Summit) is not a peak, 
except in foreshortened aspect from below, but rather a chance emi
nence, a structural ' bulge,' on the upper south ridge of Everest itself. 

Yours truly, 

Pritlted in Great Britain 
SPOTTISWOODE, BALLANTYNE & Co. LTD. 

London & Colchester 

N. E. 0DELL . 
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